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Group Demands 
Better Housing Tonight 


s To further plans for citizen 
control of housing in the Hunters 
Point area, residents of Bayview 
and Hunters Point will meet at 
the Bayview Community Center 
tonight at 8:00 p.m. 

The meeting is under the aus- 
pices of the Bayview-Hunters Point 
Community Development Corpor- 
ation, an organization formed by 
residents, to provide a strong voice 
for the Community. 

The scheduled destruction of 
1823 units of Public Housing in 
Hunters Point leaves the Com- 
munity with a big question mark, 

' The land is extremely valuable. 
Private and public interests from 


outside the area are already ac-! 


tive in trying to obtain the land 

for their own interests, The people 

of the Community, however, do 

not need to leave it up to others, 

The kind of housing, commercial 

facilities, and recreation centers 

which will rise on the hill can 

be determined by the citizens of 

Bayview and Hunters Point, Al- 

ready, the development cor- 

. poration has moved to insure that 

its membership be as_ broadly 

s based as possible, so that the de- 

sires of the community will be ex- 

- pressed from a position of real 
strength. 

Those who are not already ac- 

tively involved in this effort are 

* urged to attend tonight’s meeting, 

become members, express their 

‘concerns with regard to Hunters 

Point’s future and join the rest 

of the Community in seeing that 

those desires are implemented, 


ecil Williams 


Speaks at 


Ridge Point 


Rev. Cecil Williams speaks at 


‘ Hunter’s Point-Bayview ministry 


The Rev. Cecil Williams, Dir- 
ector of Community Services Glide 
‘Foundation, will be the World Wide 
Communion Sunday speaker at the 
Ridge Point Church of the Hunter’s 
Point - Bayview Ministry on Sun- 
day, October 3, 1965, 11:00 a.m, 


You are invited to come andtake { 


a look into the future of religious, 
cultural and civil affairs as por- 
trayed by this outstanding minis- 
ter and civil leader, 

Rev. Cecil Williams has been one 
of the most outstanding ministers 


in the Bay Area on civil and social § 


affairs. 

The Hunter’s Point - Bayview 
Ministry will offer @ course in 
‘*Sewing’’ to all interested ladies 
of the area, There is no fee for 
the course and it will be held each 
Thursday from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m, 
at the church, Interested persons 
may call MI 8-2774 or come to 
the church beginning September 
30, 1965, 


' Anyone Can 


\ 


In San Francisco, it is still 
possible to go to court for only 
one dollar. This can be done in 
the Small Claims Court. There 
are two limitations: (a) the suit 
must be for money and (b) the 
amount in question should be no 
“more than two hundred dollars. 
No lawyers are allowed to re- 
{present the parties before this 
court. 

The Small Claims Courts are 
.in the City Hall. They were brought 
into existence so that persons 
wishing to sue for small sums 
could have a forum to be heard 
without having to pay attorney’s 
fees. 

- To sue in this court, it is nec- 
essary only to have the $1.00 
‘filing fee, This is paid to the 
clerk in the City Hall. A court 
date is set and a summons is given 
to the person ‘bringing the suit. 
The Sheriff will serve the sum- 
, mons for a small fee or a friend 
can serve it. If a friend serves 


Go to Court 


| Only One Dollar 


it, he must return a detachable 
slip swearing that the summons 
has been properly served. 

When the parties get to court, 
each tells the judge his story. 
They can question each other and 
are usually asked questions by the 
judge. The final decision handed 
down by the judge is based more 
on what is fair and just than on 
strict principles of law. The party 
bringing the suit cannot appeal 
if he loses, but party sued may, 
if he wishes, appeal to the muni- 
cipal court. Due to the small 
amounts involved, this is rarely 
done. 

Because this court is not so 
well known, many people give up 
small amounts of money rather 
than get involved in law suits. 
However, this remedy is one that 
should be used for the unpaid 
wages, unfair holding back of rent 
deposits, return of money for work 
badly done and other money owed 
to citizens of the community. 


Home of Bayview Leader 
Brooks Destroyed by Fire 


In one swoop of a raging de- 
vastating fire, Harold Brooks, 
long-time volunteer worker in the 
Hunters Point area and presently 
the unpaid Executive Director of 
the Bayview Center, lost all his 
earthly possessions, 

Fortunately for Brooks he was 
not in the apartment at the time 
of the fire early in the morning. 


Because of a speaking engagement 
in another part of the state, Brooks 
did not know about his loss until 
he returned later in the day, He 
was feared dead by his neighbors 
when he was not seen by them 
during the fire, 

For more than eight years, Har- 
old has been a hard community 
worker, actively engaged in en- 
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Benefit For 
Community Leader 


Sam Jordan, owner and mana- 
ger of Sam’s Personality Club 
on 4004 3rd St., will host a bene- 
fit show for Harold Brooks, vic- 
tim of a recent fire that burned 
all his possessions, 

On Sunday, October 3rd, from 
4 to 6 p.m., an All-Star lineup 
of local entertainers will donate 
their time and talent in appre- 
ciation and recognition of the out- 
standing job for the community 
done by Harold Brooks and the 
recent misfortune that has beset 
him. - 

The lineup will include the fol- 
lowing: 


Chuck Hunter’s Trio, Frank 
James (one-legged dancer ), Cre- 
dell Westbrooks (Blues singer ), 
King Kula (Afro-Cuban dancer and 
owner of Ray3s Colonial, 6239 
3rd St.), Eugene Jefferson (re- 
cording artist and commonly re- 
ferred to as the ‘‘ladies choice’’), 

Sam states, ‘‘I certainly feel 
that this is the least that we 
can do for a person who has done 
so much for the community,”The 
fact that all the entertainment 
is donated by community talent 
is indicative of the feelings that 
most of the community shares to- 
wards Harold’s work,”’ 
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Voices of Victory Choir 


couraging and helping local resi- 
dents to stand on their own feet, 
helping people to have pride and 
dignity in being who they are; 
and always ready to take on the 
*festablishment’’ or any agency 
that is working against the best 
interest of the people. 

Because of long hours of volun- 
teer work, his intense interest 
in the community, the years of 
great personal and financial sac- 
rifice for the community, he was 
the logical choice as Executive 
Director of the Bayview Commun- 
ity Center when the Center’s Board 
of Directors made a change in 
staff, earlier in the year. 

Since his take over as the chief 
of the Center, Harold has stepped 
up the Center’s program to a point 
that it has received city wide 
acclaim and a strong vote of con- 
fidence from the Board itself, 

Because of the 10 to 12 un- 
paid hours per day Harold puts 
in as director of the Center, he 
will find added hardship in try- 
ing to make ends meet. Harold 
stated the following to this re- 
porter, ‘*lam overwhelmingly hap- 
py at the generous and sympa- 
thetic response that I have re- 
ceived from the many wonderful 
people in this community upon 
hearing of my misfortune. I really 
can’t find words to express my 
gratitude. I am deeply grateful.”’ 


Serves Hunters Point 


You may have just come home 
after a hard days work, your back 
may be stiff and your feet may be 
sore. That walk from the bus stop 
to Northridge road, or to Hilltop 
may have tired you out. But when 
you remember that the ‘*Voices 
of Victory Choir’’ is singing at 
the St. James Baptist Church, or 
the Macedonia Baptist everything 
begins to feel alright. 

Yes for many of us who are 
tired of the headaches and back- 
aches of life the Voices of Vic- 
tory Choir has brought joy when 
otherwise there would have only 
been sorrow. 

When sister Janie Williams 
sings ‘The wind and the rain shall 
obey thy will peace be still ‘*. . 
your soul can’t help being lifted, 
and your heart can’t help being 
rested. ; 

Now so that we are understanding 
each other I’m talking about the 
voices of victory choir from the 
Hunters Point which was organized 
and is supervised by sister Cora 
Wilson, and is directed by Jes- 
sie Williams. The same voices of 
Victory choir which has a spiri- 
tual soul which James Cleveland 
and Mahalia Jackson have trouble 
touching. 

For many of us who are sick 
and tired of the welfare worker, 
the bad acting cops and the fat 


cats downtown who don’t seem to 
have jobs for black folks, the local 
four choir gives us a special lift 
of encouragement and hope when 
they sing ‘if you take one step 
the lord will take two,’’ 


Above everything else the 


Voices of Victory Choir is a con- 
stant reminder that the lord helps 
those who help themselves; it is a 
constant reminder that black peo- 
ple will only have a-chance of re- 
moving the chains of slavery and 
tenth class citizenship when we 
stop leaning on Jesus for every- 


thing. 

Some of us have been leaning 
on Jesus for so long that we for- 
get that Jesus didn’t die on the 
cross so that black folks could 
lean on him for the rest of our 
lives. He died in order that we 
might remember that each man is 
“his brothers keeper’*; indying for’ 
the sins of mankind Jesus said 
that every mans sorrowis my sor- 
row; every mans needs are my 
needs, every mans hunger is my 
hunger, every mans hurt is my 


hurt, Cont. to Page 7 


New Anti-Poverty 


Outpost Plan Proposed 


eeting of the Economic Op- 
D boeintty Council held on Wednes- 
day, September 29th, John Dukes, 
Chairman of the Hunters Point 
Area Planning Board, outlined a 
dynamic plan for community or- 
ganization and development in the 
unters Point Area, 
| The plan, unanimously endorsed 
by the Hunters Point Board, calls 
for the decentralization of services 


| and personnel in four ‘‘outposts’’ 


to be located in various parts of 
community. These ‘‘outpost’’ 


eximum mobilization of people 
in a given area in order that they 
can focus on the problems which 
confront them. The staff in these 
outposts would be better able to 
“‘reach out’’, identifying those in 
need of services and referring or 


agencies. 

The new plan also provides addi- 
tional leadership positions for 
community residents and aims it- 
self at future promotion of the 
community staff based on their 
ability and performance. 


walking them to the appropriate . 


pay 


Man on the Street Sick of Bad Housing 


QUESTION: What do you think of 
Housing Project? 


look like ghost houses, The price 
of rent is too high for the condi- 
tions that tenants must endure, 
These should definitely be replaced 
with modern housing and low rent, 


Clarisa Reams 
1320 Ingols 
Housewife 
I’m sick of them! The way they 
have been nailed up makes them 


Editorial 


Should Do 


Something 
For Neighborhood 


In regard to the up and coming election the Spokesman presents 
the following proposals to the supervisor candidates if they are to 
act in the interest of the votes they solicit in this neighborhood. 
First we suggest that our streets be kept cleaner, and more attrac- 
tive; second, that there be adequate recreational facilities and scenic 
sights within this community; third, that the candidates show some 
interest in our community other than during election time. 


In just about every block one can find piles of junky furniture, 
boxes of trash, rocks and anything else you can name Scattered 
about. This trash is left in the streets for days waiting for the long 
over due street cleaning crew. The street cleaning crews are so 
seldom seen in our neighborhood that one gets the impression that 
they clean our streets in their spare time. The Department of Public 
Works has not only fallen short in its street cleaning policies, but 
also in its repairing of the street fixtures. This department has 
refused to replace broken and bent sign poles in our neighborhood, 
thereby leaving unsightly and hazardous structures in the streets 
and walkways. And just to show us how little it really cares the 
department has left areas of our streets in darkness when all 
that was needed was a replacement of a light bulb. The Spokesman 
believes the city is largely responsible for the infrequent cleaning 
and repairing of our streets. We therefore present this urgent problem 
to our supervisor candidates in the belief that they might correct 
this problem in exchange for a vote. 


Secondly the Spokesman believes that the recreational facilities 
in our community are inadequate, and do not serve the needs of 
the many adults and children in this community. By ‘‘inadequate’’ we 
mean that there are not enough equipped recreational facilities for 
the dense population in this area, and the existing parks and play- 
grounds are so poorly equipped and run down that most of us find 
them unattractive as places to spend our leisure time having fun. 
The Spokesmansuggestsito the supervisor candidates that they create 
a plan to refurbish our playgrounds, gyms, and parks with modern 
equipment and attractive architecture. And such constructions as a 
swimming pool, a decent ball park, and bowling alley be added. 


We suggest that since the city is busy establishing bond issues 
to build cultural centers in other areas of the city that they consider 
building a cultural center in the Hunters Point - Bayview community. 
The Spokesman believes that there should be other cultural projects 
besides the refurbishing of some art palace: or opera house. There- 
fore we recommend that the acreage on the outskirts of Candle- 
stick Park be developed into something comparable to Fisherman’s 
Wharf. That harbor facilities be provided, a large auditorium, a 
beautiful indoor swimming pool, restaurant facilities, and even a 
fair ground. The foregoing suggestions would add beauty to our 
neighborhood and city, and boost the moral of the people in the 
community. The end result of such a project would give the city a 
cultural center, the community would have added recreational fa- 
cilities, and it would enhance the dismal Candlestick Park. We there- 
fore present this suggestion to the candidates with the hope that 
they might support and push it for two votes. 


Lastly and most important we demand that the candidates show 
more interest in our community during times other than those of 
elections. We would appreciate seeing their faces in person at 
least, so we will have some idea of what they look like before elec- 
tion time, because it’s usually difficult to tell how they look from 
the posted bills after the penciled mustache, beard, and black eye 


that. has been added. 
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Louis Jefferson 
735 Navy Road 
Bus Driver 

The boarding up of vacant apart— 
ments makes it look bad for people 
that still live in the apartments, 
| Present boxcar apartments should 
ibe replaced with modern apart- 
ments. On the other hand, the exist- 
ing apartments are good for helping 
people get on their feet because the 


| Worker 


Award 
Dinner 


Joe Bailey, who recently re- 
signed as Consultant to the Hun- 
ters Point- Bayview District Coun- 
cil, was honored at a Community 
luncheon held at the Bayview Cen- 
ter last Friday. 

Many residents and colleagues 
of Bailey were present to com- 
pliment and thank him for his 
unselfish contribution to the com- 
munity and to the growth of the 
District Council, 

Bailey, uponresigning, had com- 
pleted some four years of con- 
tinuous service to this community. 
Among the accomplishments at- 
tributed to the District Council 
and Bailey’s efforts are the an- 
nual Christmas Decoration con- 
tests held in the community, ad- 
dressing the problems of study 


halls, the problems of child care | 


services, aiding in the strength- 
ening of community groups, and 
helping needy families 
Christmas. 

After a wonderful meal prepared 
by members of the Block Clubs, 
Mrs. Julia Commer presented to 
the community leader, on behalf 
of the community, a beautiful 
plaque as a small token of the 
community’s thanks for a wonder- 
ful job. 

Upon receiving the plaque, 
Bailey spoke highly of the growth 
he had seen on the part of many 


individuals; and that he himself 


had grown a lot by working in 
this district. He said that he would 
always cherish the plaque, 
the memories of his experiences 
in the area, and most of all the 
many dear friends he had made 
while working here. 


WMartue's pee 
BARBER SHOP 
OPEN SUNDAYS 8-12 


45123RD ST. 824 9816 


during 


rent is cheaper and there are no 
utilities. The apartments that re- 
place these should also have low 
rent and no utilities, 


Four year old Suzy came into 
the kitchen from the back yard, 
tears streaming down her cheek, 
‘‘Mommy, Mommy,’’ she said to 
her mother at work there, ‘‘Mom- 
my, Johnny is out back building 
a trap to catch birds with. Stop 
him, mommy, stop him|’’ 

**Now there, there, honey,’’ her 
mother said, ‘*Has Johnny caught 
anything in his trap?’’ ‘*Not yet, 
but he will, I know he will,’’ 
Suzy replied. ‘Maybe not,’ her 
mother said, ‘‘Maybe his trap ' 
won't work, Why don’t you go into 
your room and kneel down be- 
side the bed and pray that John- 
ny’s trap won't catch any birds?’’ 


Suzy paused, thought for amom- ' 


ent and then headed for her room. 
Some time later she came back 
into the kitchen, smiling happily. 
“‘Mommy, you were right, it work- 
ed,’’ she said. ‘*What do you 


.mean, honey?’’ her mother ask- 


_ in better condition, 


Lucy Banks 
1332 Ingols 
Housewife i 

I think they are terrible. The 
teenagers make it worse. As fast 
as the apartments are vacated, the 
kids break the windows and make 
them look like wrecks. All the win- 
dows should be boarded up; this 
looks better than being knocked 


., out. If the city is going to spend 
_. money on new housing, they should 


be better designed because these 


_ look like prisons. I would be will- 


ing to pay a little more for aplace 


ed, ‘‘It worked, I did like you 
said, I went and prayed and God 
answered my prayer,’’ said Suzy. 
“Tl don’t understand, Suzy, ‘‘her 
mother said, ‘Do you mean John- 
ny’s trap isn’t goifig to catch 
anything?”’ ‘*Yes,’’ Suzy answer- 
ed. ‘“‘How do you know, Suzy?” 
said her mother. ‘‘Well,’’ Suzy 
responded, “‘I did what you told 
me to do. I went into my room 
and prayed that Johnny’s trap 
wouldn’t catch anything ..... 
and then I went outside and 
kicked the old trap to pieces]’’ 

The power of prayer. God did 
a job, with an assist by Suzy. 
There is more to that story than 
meets the eye. God relies on 
his children to give him a hand 
in answering people’s prayers, 
even our own. He relies on you 
and me, 

Bruce H, Kennedy 


Victory Choir 


Cont. From Page 1 


Let us begin to follow his ex- 
ample and say that when a brother 
is in need we will help him; when- 
ever he is tired we will provide 
a place of rest for him; when- 
ever he is hungry we will feed 
him; whenever he is cold we will 
provide warmth for him. In doing 
this let us remember that no 
brother is a stranger, each is a 


part of us, each is us. 


When a brother is being whip- 


ped and kicked by whitey let us 
join together and defend him; as 
black people let us remember that 
black people have a responsibility 
to see that each brother helps a 
brother so that he may help him- 
self, 


To all the brothers and sisters 


in the Hunters Point the Voices 
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Poets 


4618 THIRD ST. SAN FRANCISCO ff 


of Victory Choir of San Francisco 
is your choir, it ‘‘is the soul of 
Black folks’? and can only main- 
tain itself if we the Black folks 
in this community support it. We 
are great listeners, there isn’t 
one of us that can’t say amen at 
the right time. However when the 


time comes for putting up a little 


bread to show our true support we 
don’t seem to be able to do it, 
The Voices of Victory Choir needs 
to have a chance to carry their 
message throughout the United 
States, and for that matter across 
the seas. They can only do it 
with your physical and financial 
support. At the very least they need 
a bus to accomplish this. For don- 
ations the choir can be reached at 
30 Ramsell St. - JU6-0729, 


pOuchie's 647 "2223 
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ALL TYPES OF BARBECUE 
ORDERS TO GO-DELIVERY SERVICE 


5130 THIRD ST, 
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Portrait of a Community Worker 


Sam Jordan Mayor of Butchertown 


One of the best known and easily 
identifiable smiles inthe commun- 
ity belongs to the ‘“*Mayor and 
Heavyweight Champion of Butch- 
ertown’’ -- Sam Jordan. For many 
years Sam has been known by those 
in the community as an ardent ci- 
vil rights worker and a person 
keenly concerned and quite sen- 
sitive to the Negro gaining his 
rightful place in every phase of 
this country’s mainstream. 

Being a man who is very dedi- 
eated to the concept of self-help 
and one who has the courage of 
his convictions, Sam, in 1963, be- 
came the first Negro candidate for 
the office of Mayor in the city 
of San Francisco, While waging an 
admirable campaign to champion, 
and to make known, the interests § 


In addition to supporting almost 
every noble cause that has the best 
interests of the community --both 
physically and financially, Sam 
serves on several important 
boards in the community. Among 
them, the Neighborhood Co-oper- 
ative Board of Directors; the Bay- 
view Center Board of Directors; 
and the Area Planning Board for 
the poverty program in the Hun- 
ters Point - Bayview area. 

Sam can be seen most after- 
noons and evenings chatting both 
jovially and seriously with the 
many customers that visit his 
bar at 4004 3rd Street. 
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of the Negro population, Sam lost Sam, having lived in ghettoes all JANITORIAL SUPPLIES 
the battle to the present Mayor, } his life gives the following three 5100 THIRD STREET COMPLI MENTS OF at 
John Shelley. points as essential if the minori- MISSION 7 3180 
Sam, like many Negro males, | ties are ever to gain freedom: 
came to California from a small 1) We first have to teach each TRANS- BAY 
¥ town in the Southern portion of our § other and the world who we%are. 


country (Diboll, Texas) to find a | When we learn this valuable les- 
job. Having very little know - how | son, then we will automatically 
in how to go about looking for a | love and respect each other; 2' 
job and how best use his versa- | We must build our economical 
tility, Sam decided to try his hand | strength so we can finance and 
at professional boxing. Shortly | develop our own resources and 
a ' thereafter, Sam turnedto labor and | causes; 3) We must build a strong 
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Having been raised by proudre- | honest and responsive to our 628 DIVISADERO 


‘ligious parents -- who taught him | needs.” 
Soo tae oe LOAN ASSOCIATION 
FULLER PHARMACY 


early developed the self - con- 
4850 Third Serer” . Sux Races 4, California ss 


Half Note 


fidence that was needed to guide 
him through many trying moments 
in his life. Because of his back= 
ground, Sam has always been very 
sensitive io the concept of “‘inan- 
hood’’, Sam states, ‘‘I can recall 
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eo 
when I was a youngster I could 
=~ never understand why my neigh- * 2400 Sutter St. : 3800 East 14th Street 
bors and some of my relatives ¥ PHONE VA 4. 0516 San Francisco, California Oakland, California 
would grumble privately and pray | WAlnut 2-0400 ANdover 1-6543 
publicly for their equal rights. | Dweesertptiene Drugs Cormetics 
They would speak out against the : ee 


oppressor in private meetings, but 
« -when confronted by the oppressor 
would always smile. We must al- 
ways speak out against those who 
deprive us of our rights.’’ 
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ON A JOB WELL DONE 


Watch For Our Christmas Specials in the November issue “i 


